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Some BOOKS Printed for Francis 

Hildhard Bookſeller in TORK 
Ractatus de Podaga, in quo ultimis Vaſis 
& Liquidis, & Succo Nutritio tractatur, 

Authore Clitrono Wintringham, Svo. 25s. 64. 


A Treatiſe of Endemic Diſeaſes, wherein 


the different Nature of Airs, Situations, Soils, 


Water, Diet, c. are Mechanically explatn'd 
and accounted for, by Clifton Wintringham, 25. 


| An Eſſay on Contagious Diſcafes : More par- 
ticularly on the Small-Pox, Meaſles, Putrid, 
Malignant, and Peſtilential Fevers. By Clifton 


Wintringham, Is, 


Sermons on ſeyeral Occaſions, preached at 
the Cathedral of Tork, by William Pearſon 
L. L. D. late Chancellor of the Dioceſs of Tork, 
Arch - Deacon of Nittingham, and Reſidentiary 
of the Church cf Tork, 45. 6d. | : 


Antiquities of Tor City, and the Civil Co- 
verument rhereof, c. to the Year 1720, 28. 6d. 


The Church Catechiſm Explain'd by a Para- 
hpraſe, and Confirm'd by Proofs from the Holy 
Scriprure, &c. By Fa. Talbot, D. D. Rector 
of Spefforth, vo. 15. 6d. 
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Charity-Sermon, 


FOR THE A | 

Relicf of poor Wi OY 
AND 

Children of Clergymen, 
WITHIN 


The Dioceſc of DURHAM: 


PREACHED ] 


Before the Sons of the Clerg 38 
at their Anniverſary Meeting ir 
St. Nicholas Church in Newcaſtle 
upon Dye, Sept. 7. 1721. 


4 | 


— 


FR ns. at the Requeſt of of the Society 


TO RN. 
Printed by Charles Borns for Francis Hildya d, 


and are to be Sold by Mr, Villiam Taylor 11 
e LONDON. 


To the Reverend 


Mr. Amb 7 oſe Fe n wick Stewards for 


Mr. George Foſter q bete Feat: 


AND 
To the Refi of the Society of 


 Clergy-Sons 
Who met at Newcaſtle upon Tine, 
Sept, 7th, 1721. 


This DIscouRs E 
Preached and Publiſhed 


AT 
Their Deſire 
Is moſt humbly Dedicated 


By Their Faithful 
and 


Affectionate Brother 


n and 
bedient Servant 
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Deut. 14. v. 28, 29. 

At the end of three Tears thou ſhalt 
brms forth all the Tythe of thme 
Increaſe the ſame year, and ſhalt 

lay it up within thy Gates. 

And ths Levite (becauſe he hath no 

Fart nor Inheritance with thee) 

and the Stranger, and the Father- 
leſs, and the Widow, which are 
within thy gates, ſhall come, and 
ſhall eat and bs ſatisfied ; that the 
Lord thy God may bleſs thee in 
all the work of thme hand which 
thou docst, 


A Mons the many wile and ex- 
A cellent Proviſions that God 

made for the poor, in that 
Conſtitution and Politie, which 
| was wholly of his own ordering, 
and eftabliſhing, the Inſtitution 
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contained in the Text was one of 
the moſt conſiderable. Whereby Þ »! 
*Exod.23.6. He obliged the Iſraelites, once in te. 
— ; hl three years, or rather on every | th 
andg. Third year after the year of Releaſe, Þ 2 
to ſet out a certain Proportion of le] 
the Product of their Lands, for Þ 72 
the uſe of fuch Perſons, as had no © 
| certain Poſſeſſions among them, Þ 
| For there is no doubt, (though only Þ I. 
| four ſorts of Perſons are menti- t- 
oned in the Text) but that all the th 
poor of the Land are included un- V 
der thele Names and were all to la 
partake of the Benefit of this Law, G 
or Cuſtom. Hence it was uſually Þ © 
| called by the Jews · the poor mans N 
e horkang Pithe: and likewiſe the * Conſum- I i 
ke blace. Mato or fuiſbing of Tithes 8 be- : Ve 
cauſe their Charity, or Love of tl 
their Neighbour, was moſt of all 1 
conſpicuous in this triennial Deci- Pe 


mation of their Increaſe. 1 — 
5 f a E * 
+ Miſchna. in Tractatu de re dubia. cap. 4. | J M. 
Propterea hæc dec ima dicebatur —— decima pauperis. 1 
Scalig. in Deut. 26. 13. | pi 
Et quia pauperibus hz etiam cedebant Procbodecats 1 4 
dictæ Hieronymo ſunt. Amama, ap. Crit. Sac. 3 Y 


It 


14: 22, 


the Sons of the CLeroy. 


It is indeed ſomething doubtful, 
whether this Tithe (as to the Mat- 
ter of it) was really diſtinct from 


that which is commanded, at the . , .. . 
© 22d verle of this Chapter, to be 5 * 


ſeparated for Religious uſes, and 


to be ſpent in Joy and Gladneſs at V. 23. 25.26. 


God's Houſe, Some are of Opi- 
nion that it was not a diſtinct 


| Tithing ; but the Iſraelites were in 


the thard year to {pend that upon 
the poor of their reſpective Cities, 

which in other vears thev were to 
lay out in holy Entertainments at 
God's dwelling place. But the ac- 
count that others || give of this 
Matter 1s as follows. That the firſt 
Tenth of Increaſe was to be given 
yearly to the L-vetes : That, out of 
the nine remaining parts, another 
Tenth was to be taken, to be ex- 


PR yearly 1n ſacred Foul 


” By. Kidder. and Ainſworth on Deut. 14. 22. an! 


Mr. Selden's Hiſt. of Tithes, ch. 2. Sect. 3. 
St. Arguſt. Quæſt. 20. hb. 5. in Deut. and Mont agus 


Diatr. on the Hiſt. of Tithes. and Bp. Patrick on Deut. 
A 2 at 
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at the place of God's Reſidence, I fa! 
or Sanctuary: and that moreover Þ WI 
every third year, after the Levitical na 
and Feſtival Tithes were paid, an- th 
other tenth portion was to be taken | Oi 
out of the remaining Product of be 
| the ſaid year, and diftributed at Þ th 
home, amongſt thoſe of the neigh- N. 
| bourhood who were molt in Want. cc 
And this they ſuppoſe to be the in 

Chap. 1. S. reaſon why it is called zu the Book er 
gf Jotepins of Lobi, and i ellewhere, the third m 
Book 4. cn. 8. Iit h: Not becauſe it was paid e- 4 
* very third year, but becauſe it was Þ at 
a third Tithing of the Increaſe. a 
It may likewiſe bear ſome Di- 1 A 
1 pute, after what manner this was ii 
to be laid out upon the poorer fort 1 3B 

of People; whether to be conſu- | 

med in feaſting, as the ſecond Tithe I y 

1 85 was, in which he owners of the de- n 
"© "camated increaſe partook with their 2 


— — = * 
yy * hs 


The Werds of Foſephus referred to in the Margin bk: 
are remarkable viz Reiides the two Tenths commanded = C 
to be ſeparated yearly, the One for the Levites, and the = 
Other for Feaſting, let à third 'Lenth moreover be 11 
brought forth every third Jear to be diſtribured for 2 [= | 
Supply of the Wants of Widows & fatherleſs Chi ren. 


2 | famis 


the Sons of the C ERG. 
families; Or whether it was to be 
wholly divided among the Perſons 
named, The Levite, the Stranger, 
the Fatherleſs, and the Widow; 
Or whether any part of it was to 
be reſerved as a common Fund for 
the Relief of ſuch Perſons, as their 
Neceſſities required. If we may 
conjecture from ſome Intimations 
in the Text, part of it was to be 
expended in publick Entertain- 
ments; for the poor were t9 come, 
and to eat till they were ſatisfied ; 
and * the Levite, a conſtant Gueſt 
at all ſacred Feaſts, was to come alſo: 
And the remaining part to be kept 
in ſtore, for the Entertainment and 


Benefit of the {aid Perlons, as there 


ſhould be occaſion afterwards; for 
you oblerve the Iſraelites were com- 
manded to bring forth their Tithe, 
and to lay it up withm their Gates. 


But, however, as this Ordinance 


concerns us no further, than as it 
may ſerve to direct our Charity, 
both with regard to the Objects, 
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and the Proportions of it, it would 5 
be needleſs to enquire into the par- m. 
ticular manner in which the Jews Þ 1; 
obſerved it. Whether it was the Þ. 
ſecond, or a third Tithe, that they fu 
beſtowed at ſuch Seaſons ; Whether Þ 
they made it a Feaſt or a Fund of 00. 
Charity, or Both; yet it is, in any Þ 
of thele lenſes, applicable to the an 
Deſign upon which we are now ce 
met together : As ſhewing, that it na 
is the Will of God, that all men, ne 
in their turns, ſhould rejoice in the an 
Bleſſings of Providence; That they x; 
ſhould be aſſiſting to each other 1 Þ ta 
| the meaſure God hath enabled them 
ö to be ſo; That it is highly accept- I th 
able to him, that, at certain ſtated th 
| Limes, they ſhould contribute, in to 
| Proportion to their Increaſe, and P. 
the good things they enjoy, to the #þ 
Supply and Comfort of ſuch necel- Þ 54 
ſitous Perſons as live among them; ti. 
ſuch eſpecially whole Conditions al 
do moſt relerable thole of the Le- be 
vite, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs 1 01 
Ie 


. 


the Sons of the Ctrey. 


the Widow; and that His Bleſſing 
may ordinarily be expected to fol- 
low upon ſuch charitable Works. 
And I am perſuaded you will 
further diſcern the propriety of 
my application of the Text to this 
Occaſion, when you ſhall have heard 


what Correſpondence of neceſſities, 


and Relation of other Circumſtan- 
ces there are, between the Perſons 
named to be partakers of the kind- 


neſs and bounty of the Iſraelites, 
and the Objects of this Day's Cha- 


takers of yours. 

The firſt mentioned by Name in 
the Text is the Levite; Any one of 
that Tribe which was conſecrated 
to God, and devoted wholly to 
Divine Services. Among the Jews 


rity, now recommended to be par- 


n 


the whole Houſe of Levi Was ſepa- Nam. 1. 47- 


rated to ſacred offices : And no Por- 4 18 . 


tion in the Land of Promiſe was 
allotted them for their Inheritance; 
becauſe being obliged to attend up- 


on God, and to be employed in Re- 


ligious 
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ligious Matters, they were not at | t1 

leiſure to cultivate the Earth, and . 

to provide for themſelves and their | 4 

Families, as their other Brethren 

Num. 28 21. did. And therefore God made | © 
Proviſion for them out of the Pol- 0 

ſeſſions, and yearly Increaſe of the — 

other Eleven Tribes. We meet with P 

| peated Cautions to the Hraelites, K 
in this Book of Deuteronomy, that : 


they ſhould not be forgetful of 
ud e c the Sons of Levi. Jake heed to 4 
ed hy ſelf, that thou forſake not the © 
Levite, as long as thou left upon | K 
the Earth. And again in the Verle C 
immediately before my Text, The Þ © 

| Levite that is within thy Gates, Thou 0 
ven 27: ſhalt not forſake him, for bz hathno F 


: > - T... ̃ u —— . ̃ -w LESION 
. PP 


> * 
* 


| Part, nor Inheritance with thee, Þ® © 
Deut. 20. 9. A Reaſon, which is generally an- 
4 12. 12. WP 7 
4 18.2. nexed to theſe Commands con- | 
8 Jab x3: x4. cerning the Levitical Portion; and t 
j which, being immediately repeated * 


in the Text upon the mention of * 
| the Levite, ſhews us how it comes L 

| to paſs that he is number'd with * 
| the EE 
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bat 
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parts of the Law, biz. that the 
liraelites themſelves having been 


all * 
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the Sons of the CI xROx. 


the Stranger, and Fatherleſs, and 


Widow ; that is, with ſuch Perſons 
as had 19 certam Poſſeſſions. 
The Stranger 1s the next that 


God recommends to their Care 


and Aſſiſtance. There were indeed 
among the Jews three ſorts of 
People called by the Name of 
Strangers. All which, tis probable, 
are intended here. Any Perſon, 
who, not being of the Stock of 
Avraham, ſojourned within their 
Gates, whether a Proſelyte of 
Righteouſneſs, or a Proſelyte of the 
Gate, or an Alien, that 1s, a meer 
Gentile, driven unjuſtly from his 
own Country, or travelling upon 
his honeſt Occaſions, who happen'd 


do fall into Diſtreſs, and Want, 


was to partake of this Triennial 
Diſtribution. And the Reaſon for 
this reſpect had to Strangers, tho 
not produced on this Occaſion, is 
yet frequently alledged in other 


B Strangers 


Lev 19. 34. & 
Deut. 10. 19. 
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I © 

Strangers in the Land of Egypt, f 
ſhould, from their own Experience u 
of the Difficulties attending that v 
Circumſtance, learn to compaſlio- 1 
nate thoſe, whoſe Lot it hkewile u 
was, to ſojourn in a foreign Coun- g 
try. Remembring always, that 
They and their Fathers were once a 
themſelves in that Condition which 
they were commanded to pity. 5 

The third ſort of poor, recom- t 
mended by name, as Perſons de- © 
{erving to be diſtinguiſhed in the a 
Number of the negeſſitous, are the ft 


Fatherleſs and Widow. Characters, ö 0 
which, without further Explana- F 


39 tion, ſpread their Title to all Vi 
h Men's Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance. te 
1 Orphan and Widow are words of fe 
. ſuch mournful Accent, that we a1 
rr, find the Sacred Writers borrow, re 
xi. 47 9 and adopt them, in their Deſcrip- m 
i tions of any ſignal Diſtreſs, to com-] C 
N pleat, and enliven their Images of Þ® o 
i Woe, and to draw the ſtrongeſt ol 


lines in a Picture of — kt 
And Þ 


the Sons of the CLERGY. 


And, as their Characters are made 
ule of as means to excite and pro- 
voke Commileration, 1o are their 
Perions conſtantly propounded to 
us in Scripture, as ordinarily the 
greateſt Objects of our Charity. 


Hii. 1. 


plead their Cauſe, and to eftablaſh, = 


* 


their Border, as the greateſt Act of 
of Mercy. Nor is the obligation to 
aſliſt, and provide for ſuch Perſons 
founded upon any Reaſon that con- 


cern'd the ſews more than other 


People, (as in the two former Caſes, 
where Reaſons were given peculiar 
to the Jſewiſh Nation) but hath its 
foundation in the Law of Nature; 
and is Univerſal and Perpetual, 
reaching to all Men and ages: It is 
moreover that Act of Chriſtian 
Charity which ſtands foremoſt up- 
on the Roll; and to which we are 
obliged to have the firit Reſpect, by 
the ſingular Preference that is given 

| B 2 to 


b Ex04. 22. 22. 


Jo do them Wrong is repreſented as pw": 
an inſtance of the groſſeſt Injuſtice. U % | 
Io defend and provide jor them, to oy. 12.13. 
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8 12 
| to it before any other Teſtimony | 
C of Social Kindneſs and Beneficence. g. 
| For it is remarkable, that the ar 
j Apoſtle Saint 7ames ranges every D 
| Expreſſion of Tenderneſs towards D 
! our Neighbour, under this head, viz. 71 
| Viſitme the Fatherleſs and Widows a4 
Þ# n their Affiiehion. In which he ce 
0 plainly repreſents, and propounds, ve 
| under heir Image and Figure, All N 
4 the Sons & Daughters of Affliction; Il 
i and includes, and reports, in their p 
| Diſtreſs, all the Temporal Wants V 
| and Calamities of Mankind. And a 
N the Apoſtle might conclude, (and { 
| lo may we, ) that wholcever can be P 
þ deaf to the Cres of the Orphan, or l 
| turn away his Eyes, relentleſs, from a 
ti the Widow m her Tears, would f 
CS. provecqually regard leſs of all other a 
þ 4 Appeals to his Humanity: Of an 3 
a inexorable Nature; too ſtubborn to C 
0 be wrought upon by any leſs power- [ 
0 ful Motives, or ſoften'd for the 
. Exerciſe of inferior and remoter 
| Charities, : 


1 Orphan 


and Deſolation: Lindbppy Marks of 


the Sons of the.CLenoy. 
Orphan and Widow ſtand diſtin- 
griſhed, as ſuch, by. their Grief 


Diſtinction. But when Grief and 


Deſolation, which are their com- 


mon lot, happen to be attended with 
a train of other trying Circumſtan- 
ces, inch as Infirmities, Pain, or Po- 
ver v; when the Orphan and the 

Widow are not conſidered in them- 
{che alone, buc, as St. James hath 
put it, in A icli ns; Surrounded 
with Calamities of another Nature, 
and further diſtinguifhed by unu- 
ſual Sufferings from the hand of 


Providence; Then their Caſe makes 


* Demands upon us: They have 
juſt and unalienable right to our 
6ſt Regard and Aſſiſtange: And of 


all the various and numberleſs Sub- 


jects of this World's Miſery, They 


grows the {ad Precedence to our 
Pity and Relief. 
Ah! methinks when TI freak of 


' ſuch, *tis impoſſible your Eyes 


ſhould not be turned towards — 
Ob- 
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Objects of this Annual Charity ; 
the diftreſſed Families of deceaſed 
Clergy-men. For whom, I would 
beſpeak your Favour in theſe tender 
and affecting Terms The Widows Þ 
and Fatherleſs in their Affliction— 
The Mourners, and the Helpleſs in 
want and diſtreſs. Such verily are 
They for whom we ask your Alms; 
and ſuch ye would confeſs Them 
with relenting Hearts, had I the 
Skill fully to explain this Summary 
of Their mi fortunes, which I give 
you in St. Fames's words. Words, 

which, if duly unfolded with a ſpe- Þ # 
cial view to Their circumſtances, 1 0 
1 would be found to contain, and 1 y 
iT exhibit a long Catalogue of Ne- t 
l cellities. Bs, 
. I) heſe, probably, have been often Þ 1 
ii laid before you, at the yearly Re- 


| \ 
i turns of this Feaſt, Yet I have this Þ | 
i Encouragement, that hitherto they Þ © 
i have never been pleaded in vain. Þ 1 
g In truth Thezrs is a Cauſe, that can- \ 
a 


| not have too many Advocates ; and 
is 7 3 


the Bounriful; and repays the Len- 


the Sons of tbe Ci 


I truſt They will never want one 
here: One from amongſt Therr 
Brethren. For my own part, if I 
with to be ſucceſsful on this Occa- 
ſion, *tis for your ſakes who are 
here aſſembled, as well as hears, 
that L mid wilh it; knowing that 
cannot ſucceed in my Services for 
them, without being equally a 
Friend unto you all. For whatever 
Mercy and Kindneſs you fhall ſhew 
them, upon a Principle of Chriſtian 
Charity, will light at length upon 


your own Heads. He that rewards kro. . 
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der, will favour you, and proſper 
you, for all your kind Adminiſtra- 
tions to theſe helpleſs Members of 
your own Communion. But as this 
is an Argument that holds equally 
with reſpect to all Acts of Mercy, 
I forbear to proſecute it now; and 
only beg you to keep it in your 
minds, whilſt I throw into your 
view ſome Particulars, that diſtin- 9 
guiſn the Objects of this Charity 1 

from | 
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x Cor. 9, 


from all others that come in your 
way; or are recommended to your 
They are the Relics, and the 


Offspring of Men, who, when alive, 


bore' the: neareſt Relation to God, 
being appointed by him to Wait at 
His Altar. What a peculiar Regard 
the Iraelites were commanded to 
have for the Levite upon this ac- 
count you have already heard. 
They were ſtrictly charged ever to 
Zorfake him, becauſe he attended on 
God's Service: And may we not 
argue from the Rights of Miniſters 
under the Law, to thole under the 
Golpel? St. Paul doth fo; and lays 
it down as a moſt equitable thing, 
that they who ſow unto you ſpirs 
tual things ſhould reap your carnal 
things; and that as they who wait -d 


at the Altar (under the Molaical 


ve 13. 


v. 14. 


Diſpenſation) were Partakers with 
tbe Altar, even ſo they who preach 
the Goſpel, ſhould Iv2 of the Goſpsl. 
And I ſhould think, if there 
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be 


. 
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be any thing in the Character of 
Chriſtian Prieſts, which challenges 
2 Reſpect, not otherwiſe due to 
their Perſons, there ſhould be ſome- 
thing in their poverty too, which 
demands a Relief, not otherwiſe 
due to their Circumſtances ; being 
conſidered, not meerly as the wants 
of Men, but as the wants of God's 
Miniſters. We are to do good, ſays Gal. & 10. 
the Apoſtle, to all men, and eſpe- 

0 cially to them who are of the houſe- 
bold of Faith: that is, to Believers, 

t Diſciples of Chriſt; If fo, I may 
8 q 

; 

: 


* o "uo — 2 a>: _ 2 * 22 2 — * = * — 8 * * * — - — * * — — 5 of ; ' pk 
- oe . 2 "Sos: = FS 3 _ S 2D — . EE 
A, © 22 "I. - 4. bon . — <> 3 2 — - -- * 8 = TD ac" i . . 
_— — ks wy - 222 3 3 =. 48 * —— - * * "I ? hes — S - — = = — 


—_— 


add yet further, more eſpecially to 
thoſe who are the Stewards of this Cor. 4. x: 
houſehold, the Paſtors and Feeders 
of Chriſt's Flock. If to ad nimiſter 
; to any of the little ones that believe 
„ Grid, a Cup of cold Water only, Mat. 10. 4. 
I] | mthe name of a Diſciple, ſhall not 
| 
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laſe its reward; ſurely to do the = 
lame little and good Office to a 9 
Miniſter of Chriſt, zn the nam? of 1 

2a Minſter, ſhall not fail of 216 Re- E 
> | compence; eſpecially ſince our Lord 
> C hath 
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hath aſſured us, that whoſoever re- 

Mat 10. ar. cexvetÞ a Prophet in the name of a 

8 Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophets 
| reward. If he hath promiſed to 
i look upon what ye do unto one of Þ 
I Mat. 25. 4: Phe least of his Brethren, by way of 
Charity, as done unto Himſelf, ; how | 

much more will He look upon 

Himſelf as intereſted in whatever 


ye ſhall do, for His name ſake, to 


2 


thoſe who in a higher ſenſe Belong 
Matk 9 ar. 0 Him, and are, ina more peculiar 1 ( 
manner, than other Chriſtians, His Þ «© 
Repreſentatives on Earth: I ſay, F 
when ye do it, on account of the 
Commiſſion they bear from Him, | P 
. and out of Reverence to the ſacred 7 
1 Authority He hath inveſted them 
with. 
is But what is all this, you will ſay, 
| to the Widows and Children of the F 
1 Clergy ! Yes, you ſhall hear. You Ii 
0 have hardly any Opportunities (at 


0 leaſt very few) of ſhewing your Þ 
bi Reſpect to the Miniſters of Cod, ( 
1 by your Charity ; except it be in 
= | your 
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the Sons of the CLEROr. 


your kind Succours to Ther ſink- 
ing houſcholds, when They fall. 
The Laws of the Land have pro- 
vided, in great meaſure, that the 
Clergy ſhall not beg their Bread 
themſelves ; or be beholden purely 
to Mens Charity for their living ; 
Or were no Human Laws enacted 
on this Part, yet therr Divine Right 
of Maintenance would be their Se- 
curity from a Dependance upon 
Cuſtomary Alms; and we truft a 
{ſufficient one too, notwithſtand- 
ing the unwillingneſs of {ome at 
preſent to allow, and the readineſs 
of others to defraud them of that 
little, which by the Eſtabliſhment 
is {ſecured unto them. They are. 
uſually Men too, that can bear pa- 
tiently, if it be God's Will, with 
ordinary wants, and care not to ſo- 
licite and trouble others on their 
own behalf. But then they ſome- 
times leave thoſe behind them 


(here it is you may diſcern and 


mark the Complaints of Lev:) 
C2 _ whole 
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whole wants are extraordmary and 
preſſing : who are under the hard 
Neceſſity of making their Cale 
known, and publiſhing their Po- 
verty to the World. Altho' there- 
fore the Clergy are not Suitors for 
your Alms themſelves, yet they 
leave their Repreſentatives, their 
Wives, and their Little Ones to pe- 
tition you, for the Husbands, and 
the Fathers ſakes. If you think 
any thing is due to their Office and 


Character, and Services in Chrilt's 


Church, remember that all their 
right to vour Favour is transferred 
to their mourning Families. Be 
kind to theſe, who were their De- 
pendants, and have loft their Stay ; 

for theſe are the Perſons that ſtand 
in need of your Aſſiſtance, and come 
with the Lovites aim, 2 partake 


of your Feaits, and of the Tithes # | 


your Increaſe. 

The molt remarkable, and with 
reſpect to other Families unuſual 
ircumſtance, winch generally _ 
tipli les 


the Sons of the CI EROx. 


tiplies the Sorrows, and aggravates 


the Miſeries of Orphanage and Wi- 
dowhood, in the deſolate houſe- 
hold of a poor Clergyman, is this, 
that when the Members lole their 
Head, they loſe their All: when 
the Good man drops, their only 
Support is gone: His Tempo- 
rals, upon which they fed, are 
immediately alienated and ſeque- 
fired; and they have no longer a 
Title to continue under that Roof 
where they've lived. They become 
worle than Tenants at will, who 
are only liable to be ejected at plea- 
ſure; for turn out they must to the 
wide World, and take up the Com- 
plaint of the Daughters of Zion 
Remember what is come upon us, 
conſider and behold ---- Our Inher:- 
tance 2s turned to Strangers, Our 
Houſes to Aliens. We are Orphans 
and Fatherlefs---- Poor Deſtitutes! 
at once deprived of their Protector, 
Maſter, Subſiſtence, and Dwelling. 
Henceforward they become, as it 

__ mm 
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Es 
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were, Strangers in the Land, having 
no part nor mheritance with theiy 
Brethren.---- If therefore you ad- 
mit them not to your feaſts, and to 


partake in the Tithes of your in 


creaſe, in the right of the Levite 
behold them ſuing for the ſtranger; 
Portion if they may be allowed 
that claim, from ſimilitude of Cir- 
cumſtances, which too near a Rela- 
tion to our ſelves would otherwiſe 
exclude them from the benefit of 


pleading. For they are not with us 


like the ſtrangers among the Jews: 


They are of our Brethren; and the 
command of God concerning ſuch 


was this: If there be among you a 


poor man of thy brethren, withm any 
Peu. 15: 7: of thy gates, thou ſhalt not harden 


thy Heart, nor ſhut thy hand from 
thy poor brother. 


You ſee in how many Capacities 
the Objects of this Charity ſtand 
intitled to your Succours; In that 
of Brethren, in that of Levztes, in 
that of Strangers, and above —_ 
that 


the Sons of the CIEROT. 


that of the Fatherleſs and Widows 
in their Aſfliction. Any one of theſe 
Characters was a ſufficient Recom- 
mendation to the Favour of a Jew. 


Conſider then how they, who come 


with all theſe claims together, ought 
to be regarded by us Chriſtians, 
But as I have hitherto ſpoken 
only to ſuch their Circumſtances 
as ſhew their reſemblance of the 
perſons named in the Text, it is 
time now to remark ſomething 
further concerning them, and to 


do Juſtice to ſuch their Merits, and 


ſuch their Wants, as diſtinguiſh them 
in the great Crowd of indigent 
people, as Perſons worthy to be 
preferred to your Charity. 
They are the Relicts, and the 
Offspring of Thoſe, who have ſpent 
all their time and ſtudy in the moſt 
ſerviceable way to mankind that is 
poſſible. I make uſe of this Argu- 
ment for their Releif, becauſe it is 
thought a good one in parallel cafes. 
Where men have ſerved their Coun- 
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try well, abroad or at home, by ſea 6 
or by land, whether they periſh in n 
the ſervice, or be diſabled by it, or ; 
FT 

d 


grow old in it, yet if their Fami- 
lies be reduced to Want, it is always 
thought reaſonable that the Pub- Þ . 
lick, which they ſerved, ſhould ÞÞ v 
be charged with their neceſſities. 1 
There are Penſions and Hoſpitals 1 
for their Widows ; Their Merits, ( 
and their Services are pleaded for 
the Releif of their Poſterity. This Þ £ 
is methinks exceeding right. And Þ |, 
why it ſhould not hold as good in 
the caſe of the Clergy, I know not; t 
unleſs it be that they are not equally Þ þ 
ſerviceable in their way: that they f 
are not deſervmg of ſuch Public R 
Encouragements as theſe: that Þ ( 
they, tho? of all Men they under- I x 
take the moſt difficult and danger- Þ q 
ous Work for the ſake of their tel- f. 
low Chriſtians, ſometimes ready to e 
ſtarve in their labours themſelves, k 
{till that they, of all Men, ought not Þ x 
to be remember'd for heir Works 21 


Sake, 
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| falling into Diſgrace. 


the Sons bf the CLEROx. 
Sake. If it be ſo, indeed my Argu- 
ment is uſeleſs and inſignificant; 


But if otherwiſe, (hear me pati- 
ently) If the Clergy of this Land 


do deſerve, like other Bene factors 


to mankind, not to be forgotten 
when they die, I hope it is an Argu- 
ment that may not be unſeaſonably 
urged for their poor Widows and 

Orphans, 11 | 17 
To which I add another in their 
favour, They are Perſons, who but 
lately have lived in ſome degree of 
Credit in theſe Counties; and par- 
took in the Reſpects that their Huſ- 
bands and Fathers Characters drew 
from the Neighbourhood. Their 
Reflections upon this make their 
Condition ſeem harder than other- 
wiſe it would have done, and. 
quicken their Apprehenſions of 
Modeſty, 
even in want, admoniſhes them to 
keep their diſtance, where before 
they had free Acceſs. And when 
any of thoſe Civilities which were 
D paid 
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26 A Sermon Preach'd before 
paid them formerly for their dear 
Relations ſake, begin to diſappear, 
tis natural for them to ſuſpect it 
is owing to the narrownels of their 
Circumſtances, and that ſomething 
worle than Poverty to ingenuous 
minds, Contempt is haſting on.— 
At leaſt the Young Ones may be apt 
to think {o, who not being yet ac- 
quainted with the Rules of Civi- 
lity, or verſed in the Arts of Diſſi- 
mulation, interpret every Kindneſs 
that is ſhewed them on account of 
others, as done for their own lakes, 
For theſe Reaſons, I lay, the Cold- 
neſs and Indifference, with which 
the Poor are generally received, ts 
more ſenſible and affficting to them 
than it would have been, had For- 
tune and Mankind never ſmiled Þ #: 
upon them. 1 

Again, They are the Remains of b 

92 a Family, which, while it could p 

9 {upport it ſelf, was obliged to do Þ tc 

1 it with more than ordinary De- T: 

i cency. Which makes their Day of e 
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Afiiction the more iuſupportable, 
through the affecting — of the 
great Change that is wrought in 
their way of Life. The Good Man 
whoſe loſs they mourn, thought 
himſelf bound, ſo long as he lived, 
to be a Pattern to others of Cha- 
rity, and Hoſpitality, as far as his 
little Income would go, and ſo far 
as that went, his Family rejoiced 
with him : And had their eye per- 
haps more upon his Credit, than 


their own Intereſt ; and {pared no- 
thing that was decent and becoming 


his ſtation, while he dwelt among 
them, thoꝰ they foreſaw the Scar- 
city of Proviſions, that their hoſpi- 
tality would leave at his Deceaſe.—2 
This is a Conſideration, that at the 
lame time argues their Needs and 
their Deſervings; and ſhews us that 
beſides their common Claims to 
pity, they have an uncommon right 
to ſhare in ſuch Bounty and Libe- 
rality from others, as was formerly 


exerciſed amongſt themſelves. 
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One thing more I muſt obſerve 
to you, that, in no other Chriſtian 
Country in the World, do the Wi- 
dows and Orphans of the Clergy 

| ſtand in ſuch need of a Publick 
Fund of Charity for their Releif, 
as do thole of this Kingdom. The 
Church of Rome, you know, hath 
prevented all Complaints of this 
nature, by prohibiting her Clergy 
to marry : And in other Churches 
abroad, where their Marriages are 
allow'd of, better Proviſions are 
made for them than in this Iſland. 
There being no Eſtabliſhed Church! 
in all Chriſtendom, (I think Fam Þ 
not miſtaken) in which there are 
ſo many mean Endowments of Pa- 
rochial Cures, (in proportion to | 
the whole number) and ſo ſcanty 
a Proviſion made for therr Supply, 

as there is, this day, in the Church 
of England. How this comes to 

pals, is a Point I ſhall not meddle 
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the Sons of the CLeroy, | 
On the Clergy's part.) But thus 


much is worth your noting, that 


among the many Publick Charities, 


for which this Nation is remark- 


able, there is none more Extra- 
ordinary, (and I think it peculiar 
to this Kingdom too,) than the In- 
corporation of Clergy-men's Sons, 
in order to take ſome care of their 
poor Brethren, and in ſome mea- 
ſure by an After- Supply to help the 
Deficiencies of the Altar. Wonder- 
ful hath been the Succeſs of this 
Undertaking, by God's Providence, 
ever ſince it was {et on foot: Won- 
derful the Increaſe of the Fund 
above, theſe late Years: And great 


(and moſt welcome) is the Relief 


that iſſues annually from it, to the 
mourning Families of the Houſe of 
Levi, I hope time will ſnew pro- 
portionable Succeſs, and proporti- 
onable Fruits from thzs Imitation 
of that Glorious Work, for the Be- 
nefit of this Dioceſe. = 

And 
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30 MA Sermon Preach'd before 
And fo long as theſe Deſigns go ol 


on, and proſper, We are not con- R 
cerned at the Objection of the R- th 


maniſts to our Marriages, vz. That H 
the Poverty of our Families make de 
them a Burden to the Nation, and th 
a diſgrace to our Order: No, on the Ic 
contrary, we ſay it is a Poverty, tc 
which tho' very afflicting to the tl 
Families of many Clergymen, and tl 
to be lamented for their ſakes, re- u 
dounds in the main to the Honour t] 
of our Order; ſo far are we from 0 
thinking it any diſcredit to the n 
Miniſtry, to lay before you in this a 
publick manner ſuch circumſtances, a 
as are the real cauſe of this Appli- b 
cation to you. Did the Wants, to 1 
which our Brethren ſo often leave ( 
their Families expoled, proceed ( 
from therr own Luxury or Prodiga- a 
lity, while living; We ſhould chuſe y 
rather to mourn their wretchedneſs 2 
in ſilence, than publiſh their Wants , 
io unhappily occaſioned. But, alas! c 
FR They had nothing to be ones” | 
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the Sons of the CI EROY. 
of; IF they could make the ſmall 
R Revenues of their Benefices ſerve 
5 the Neceſſities and Decency of their 
| Houle, it was as much as they could 
do. Or had their Poverty been 
| the effect of Miſmanagement or 


| [dleneſs, we then might be aſhamed 

do appear as Advocates for them in 

this place. But you cannot but know 
this matter very well: That it is an 
unhappy circumſtance, which, in 
this Kingdom, frequently attends 
one of the moſt laborious Employ- 
ments in the World, 10 obtam, after 

all the pains that can be taken, and 

all the ſucceſs that can be had in the 
buſineſs of the Calling; very few 
Iemp ral Advantages, lt is the caſe 
(and truly a hard one) of many 
Good and Worthy Men, able and 
approved Miniſters, who ſpend their 
whole lives in the Service of Reli- 
gion, and to the great Benefit of 
Mankind, to be forced to travel 
on in a very low Condition them- 
| ſelves; and at length to leave their 
Illfſſue 
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Iſſue (as Eljah, when taken up to 
Heaven, left Elſhah) with nothing 
more than a Garment and a Bleſſing, 
Recommending them to the Provi- 
dence of God, and Charity of their 
Neighbours. Had theſe Men been 
diſcouraged by the Difficulties that 
attend the Sacred Function; Had 
they preferr'd the ſatisfactions of 
this World, before thoſe of doing 
good, tho? in a low ſtation; Had 
they been engaged in ſecular Em- 


ployments, and laid out their whole 


time and labour in following the 


Buſineſs and Intereſts of the World, 
then, probably, their houſe of mour- 
ning had not been ſo ſad, as it is 
uſually found. Had the Expences 
of a liberal and learned Education, 
to fit them for the Miniſtry, been 
poured into another Channel, and 
directed to the Attainment of Civil 
or Mechanick Knowledge, then, in 
all Iikelyhood, had not their Wives 


been left, ſome of them old and 


infirm, and their Children, many 


of 


* © 1 2 


the Sons of the CL ERG. 

of them young and inexperienced, 
to ſtruggle with the hardſhips of 
penury and want. : 

And now if this muſt be ac- 
counted a dzſhonourable poverty; 
ſudge ye, my Brethren, where the 
Diſhonour lies. But take this along 
with you, that, which way ſoever 
it reflects the ſhame, there is yet a 
proſpect, that in proceſs of time it 
will be wiped off, thro? the Extra- 
ordinary Liberality and Munifi- 
cence of that ever Memorable and 
Bleſſed Princeſs, our late Sovereign, 
whole Affection and Bounty to the 
Clergy of this Land ſhould never 
be forgotten, when we are ſpeaking 
of their Circumſtances. But till 
this Glorious Deſign of Hers hath 
taken full effect, It will become us, 
all of us, in our ſeveral Capacities, 
to be uſeful and aſſiſting to the 
preſent Sufferers. How rare ſoever 


| ſuch Objects of Charity may be in 
| times to come, yet af preſent they 


are numerous, and their Neceſſities 
are urgent. E When 
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When I ſpeak of aſſiſting them | 
in our ſeveral Capacities, and ac- Þ < 
cordmg to our Abilities, T am ſea- + 
{onably put in mind of the rule of 1 2 
Bounty laid down in my Text, viz. , 
| Every man was to give according to 's 
Bis Increaſe to the perſons ſpecified, Þ 1 

Now if Arguments from the Con- p 
1 


ſideration of Increaſe are proper to 

be urged any where, I preſume they Þ c: 
are in no place more proper, than Þ & 
in this Seat of Trade and Plenty: Þ t. 
Where the Annual Increaſe muſt be t 
conſiderable, and capable of wor- . 
thily ſupporting ſuch Acts of Piety I h 
as theſe; and which probably hath | {/ 
been a ſingular Inducement to the Þ {: 
Deſigners of this Charity to keep 1 V 
their Feaſt within your Gates. Ss | 
93 I) he ſews, you find, were obliged t. 
5 to beſtow a certain fixed Propor- x. 
29 tion of the third year's Product; 1 «5 
HH The Tithes of their Increaſe.----I be- © 
i= HevelI may, without offence, retain 6 
* the name of Tit he, when I ſpeak of h 

. your Charity on this occaſion, con- i 
{1dering Þ 
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the Sons of the CLeroy. 
ſidering the Perſons for whom it is 
collected. Tho' as to the propor- 
tion underſtood by it, I have no 
authority to require 1t, or deter- 
mine any thing concerning 1t ; 
Chriſtian Charity muft not be boun- 
ded. Every man, according as he 
purpoſeth in his heart, ſo let him 
give, not grudgingly, or of ne- 
ceſſity; for God lov?th a chearful 
| grver.--- There is indeed no reaſon 
to complain of your unwillingneſs 
to contribute your Aſliſtance in this 
labour of love. The readineſs you 
have hitherto ſhewn in this Mini- 
ſtration to the Saints, ſhews you de- 
ſerve not to be ſo complain'd of. 
Vet permit me, without any re- 
flection on your paſt kindnels, to 
tell you, that there is yet abundant 
room for the diſplay of your Boun- 
ty; that this Work is ſtill capable 
of very great Improvements. May 
God put this good thing into your 
hearts, to advance it as faſt as poſ- 
ſible, that we may be able to behold 
E 2 in 
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Sermon Preach'd before 


in our own days, many of our Bre- 

thren rejoicing in the Effects of it. 
You could not but take Notice 

of God's Promiſe to the I{raelites 


of their Increaſe to the Levite, the 
Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and Widow, 
He would bleſs them m all the Work 
of their hands, And may we not 
lay with Eſau, Hath our Father but 
one Bleſſing ? Is there not a Bleſſing 
reſerved for us, even us alſo, if we 
forſake not the Levite, if we take m 
the Stranger, if we be fathers to the 
Fam 0s 5- fatherleſs, and defend the cauſe of 
the Widow May we not lay with 
"TID EH Job, The Ear that hears us that ſhall 
1. 13. bleſs us! The Eye that ſceth us, ſhall 
g1ve witneſs to us: becauſe we deli- 
vered the poor that cried, the fa- 
therleſs and him that had none to 
help htm. The bleſſing of him that 
was ready to periſh ſhall come upon 
us, and we have cauſed the Widows 
þ-art to fing for Foy? A Bleſling is 
. all the Widow, the Orphan and the 
2 Stranger 


Gen. 27. 38. 
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the Sons of the CI ER T. 


stranger can return you for your 
mercy; but if that be not ſufficient 
you are intitled lixewiſe (peculiarly 


in this Charity) to the bleſſing of Deut. 10 8 


the Levite; a perſon appointed to 
bleſs in the name of the Lord. And 
what is above all, and is all, if we 


would ſpeak properly, God wall 


bleſs you, and proſper you in all 
that you put your hands unto; at 
lealt you may depend on this, what- 
ever Succels he gives to your Affairs 
in this world, he will gloriouſſy 
reward you in the next, and give 
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you Treaſures in heaven for your Mat. 6. 20. 


charitable Offices here. 
I cannot conclude till I have add- 
ed a word or two more, in a parti- 
cular Addreſs to You, my Brethren, 
Sons of the Clergy. You, Sirs, 
are under peculiar Obligations to 
ſupport the falling Branches of the 
honſe of Levi; to ſearch for the 
ſcatter d remnants of your Tribe, 
which are diſperſed abroad, and dri- 
vn from tlie Lot of ther Inheritance. 
They 
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Sermon Preach'd before 
They can boaſt, tho' in the 
loweſt Ebbs of Fortune, and moſt 
joyleſs State, the ſame Relation 
to the Church and Prieſthood 
that you do. The Orphans eſpe- 
cially, who are deſcended from 
the Miniſters of God. As therefore 
You muſt look upon them, as ſha- 
ring equally with You 1n all the 
Advantages, and Honour that can 
redound to Children from the Dig- 


nity of their Parents Office, ſo they 


may reaſonably look up You too, 
as related, in ſome meaſure, to ther 
unhappy Circumſtances ; and put 
in for ſome ſhare of the Worldly 
Bleſſings that have attended the Sa- 


cred Character. Oh ! let us who 


have been bleſſed out of Sion, and 


Plal. x28. 6. Have ſeen Jeruſalem m Proſperity all 


our life long, look back to the houlc 
of our Fathers, and remember, that 
we owe our Succeſs in the World 
(at leaſt mod of us do) to the Bleſ- 
fing of Heaven upon their Mini- 
ſterial Labours, and to the Provi- 
N ſions 


the Sons of the CLtrov, 


ſons made for them from the 
Church. And we have all of us 
unqueſtionably received many Ad- 


vantages & Encouragements, which 


were ſolely founded upon their 
Alliance to the Altar. We have 
Subſiſted, we have been Educated 
out of thoſe Revenues, which were 
dedicated and appropriated to the 
Service of God's Houſe; and what 
Improvements ſoever we have made 
upon that ſtock and ſhare of this 
World's Good, which Our Fathers 
have left us, may be looked upon 
as God's Bleſſing upon his own Por- 
tion and Inheritance. And what 
Returns ſo proper can we make in 
acknowledgment of {ſuch Mercies, 
as in relieving thoſe who by Birth 


and Deſcent had as good a title as 


our ſelves to a competent mainte- 


nance and ſettlement in the World, 


but had not the happineſs to be ma- 
ſters of the ſame Advantages. 


It might have been the caſe of any 


of us, my Brethren, to have been Pe- 
titioners 


Mi 


A Sermon Preach'd before 
titioners for this Charity. Our 
Fathers Lot might not have fallen in 
ſo fair a Ground. God lends his 
Servants where he pleaſes. And he 
might have allotted our Fathers a 
Place among the ſuffering part of 


his Miniſters. Then had their Po- 


verty afflicted us, and perhaps, our 
beſt claim to other mens compaſſi- 
on, had been the Character of their 
Picty and Goodneſs. 5 

Let us not therefore be aſhamed 
to own theſe for our Brethren, 
Yea rather, let us acknowledge our 
ſenſe of Relation, by ſhewing 4 


more than ordinary Kmdneſs for 


them. Charity and Beneficence 
ſhould be with us Domeſtick Ver- 
tues. We ſhould ſeem degenerate 
Sons: We ſhould ſcem little to have 
profited by the good Inſtructions, 
and good Examples of our Fathers, 
were we not ready to lead the way 
in every Charitable Work. 


Finally, 


2 the Sons of the Cueroy. 


Finally, My Brethren, endeavour 
in all things to demean your ſelves 
worthy of ſo near a Relation to the 
Miniſters of Chrift ; And live an- 


{werably to the advantages you have 


received in your Education. You 
muſt add Vertue to your Charity. 


This indeed is the main point. If 


the root be holy, ſays the Apoſtle, 


41 


the branches alſo are holy, Some Rom. 11. 16 


thing there is in your Extraction 
that demands a more Exemplary 
Holineſs in your lives; And tho? 
many of You do not follow the 
profeſſion and ſtudies of your Pa- 


rents, but are engaged in ſecular 


Cares and Employments, and are 
unavoidably led by Your Civil Vo- 


cations into a way of Life, which 


Your Fathers knew not, yet re- 
member, that you are ſtill of the 


Houſehold, {till of the Retinue of 


thoſe, who are immediately con- 


ſecrated to Religious Offices; and 


ſhould, in conſideration of that 
circumſtance, endeavour, by the 
purity 
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purity of Your Converſations, to 
ſhew all men what Tribe and Li. 
neage You are of. | 
At this time eſpecially, when 
you are met together as Sons of Cler- 
ymen, be careful, that there be no 
Jude 2. ſhots in this your feaſt of Charity. 
That no handle be given to any ad- 
verſary that may lie in wait to ca- 
lIlumniate theſe our Meetings, either 
to reproach us for our Parſimony, 
or Intemperance, as if we under- 
ſtood not the deſign of aſſembling our 
ſelves together : But let all our things 
according to St. Pauls rule, be done 
x Cor. 16. 14. with Charity : That whether we eat 
f or drmk, or whatſoever we do, we 
w. 10. v.31, ay do all ro the Glory of God. Thus 
- we ſhall pay the due honours to 
the preſent Solemnity, and rightly 
anſwer the Ends intended in its 
Inſtitution, by making it a happy 
and fortunate juncture to our poor 
Relations, and uſing it as a ſea- 
lonable occaſion of innocent re- 
| joicing our ſelves. A Day of 
Bleſſing to us both. Let 


the Sons of the CI EROV. 


Let us then carry bur hearts duly 
ſeaſon d with Chriſtian Love from 
the Houſe: of God, to the Houſe of 
Banqueting. This prior Invitation 
into the Courts of the Moſt High, 
to partake in a more refined and 
Heavenly Entertainment, and join 
in Anthems of Praiſe unto our 
Maker, is deſigned to ſanctify and 
ſoften our diſpoſitions, before we 
ſit down to the enſuing Feaſt of 
Love. Not as a Prelude to uſher 
in a meer Senſual Repaſt, but as a 
due preparative to our true Chr1- 
ſtian Sacrifice of doing good, and 
diſtributing to thepoor, where with, 
we are aſſured, Cod is well pleaſed, 
and that our Souls being filled with 
a grateful ſenſe of Gods goodneſs 
and bounty to us, at the ſame time 
that our bodies are refreſhed with 
His Creatures, we may open our 
hands wade unto our Brethren, and 
in a Goſpel ſenſe, give Meat unto the 
hungry, and Drmk to the Thirſty : 
And thereby diſpoſe our Heaven- 
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